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AUTHOR'S PREFACE ix 

to deal with the history of Russian civilization from 
the earliest period up to the time of Peter the Great, 
when Muscovy began to come into line with the West. 
This series will, 1 trust, supply such information as 
may be desired by lovers of that Russia which is thus 
described by the poet — 

'' Never can the reason master. 
Never shall the foot-rule measure 
Russia's own peculiar essence — 
Faith alone can fathom Russia." 

SoNiA E. Howe. 

5/. Luk^s Vicarage J 
May 5/i, 1916. 
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2 SOME RUSSIAN HEROES 

and formed a wedge between the Teutonic tribes in 
the west, the Finnish in the north and north-east, 
and the Greeks in the south. During this process 
of colonization they absorbed certain of the Finnish 
tribes, permeated others, and in some cases, as in the 
Balkan Peninsula, they gradually ousted the original 
inhabitants. Between them and their Teutonic neigh- 
bours, however, no fusion was possible ; for there has 
always been, from earliest times, an insurmountable 
barrier of race antagonism. 

Later on the Slavonic race split up into various 
nations, each consisting of many tribes, one of whicl 
the Polyans, or "People of the Plains," formed the 
nucleus of the future Russian nation. In clos< 
relation to the Polyans stood the Drcvlyans, thi 
Krivitchi, the Siviryans, the Tivertse and Dulibes, al 
of whom were eventually amalgamated into th< 
Russian nation. 

The cradle of this new nation was the narrow strij 
of land on the middle reaches of the mighty rive: 
Boristhenes or Dnieper, where Kiev now stands. 1 
has been suggested that the name " Russ " was derivei 
from the tributary of that name which flows into tht 
Dnieper. The exact origin of the Russian people is 
however, shrouded in mystery, and authentic informa- 
tion concerning the Russians of prehistoric days ha: 
come down to us only through the writings of certaii 
Byzantine Emperors or through reports of Jewish anc 
Arab merchants ; for the earliest contact between th 
Slavs of the Dnieper region and other nations appear 
to have been primarily commercial. 

There on the northern shores of the Euxine, when 
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was then that he could understand the language of 
animals, that the fern blossomed, and that hidden 
treasures became visible. In that warm night, so full 
of wonder, big fires were lit ; and men and maidens, 
decorated with leaves and flowers, danced round the 
flames, jumping through them, in dedication of them- 
selves to the two spirits of the feast. 

Of Perun, the chief of the lesser gods, whose special 
domain was thunder and lightning, they occasionally 
made images in human form ; representing him as a 
man holding a shield and having an eagle with out- 
stretched wings perched upon his head. They prayed 
to him in the forests and under gigantic oaks, where 
nature reigns supreme, and where the trunks of the 
trees form the pillars of temples not made with hands. 
They worshipped Volos, the god of catde, or of wealth, 
since to an agricultural people cattle meant riches. 
They also believed in nymphs and water-sprites who 
were supposed to inhabit springs, wells and rivers, 
bogs, and hollow trees. In fact, they personified the 
phenomena of nature and peopled forest and field 
with mysterious beings. 

The Slavs required no priest, for every man sacrificed 
his own gifts, and every head of a household those of 
his family. There were, however, seers among them 
who could tell the future and interpret oracles. Every 
man prayed for himself : the merchant before starting 
on his journey offered up milk, bread, and other food, 
and with many genuflexions asked for a good sale for 
his wares, and on his return home he made a thank- 
ofFering and distributed food to the poor. The farmer 
prayed for his harvest, and, lifting up a bowl of golden 
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While the people worked, prince and bogatyr made 
war, hunted the boar and wild horse, or rode out to 
the chase, falcon on wrist. All, however, mthout dis- 
tinction, whether peasant, hunter, merchant or prince, 
loved good cheer, dancing and music, and were brave, 
generous and hospitable. 
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OLEG THE WISE 21 

autumn and to return to Russia. The merchants were 
forbidden to enter the capital singly, and were to do so 
only in parties of fifty, and then under the guidance of 
a Greek. In order to prevent any abuse, all merchants 
had to produce on arrival a letter from their Prince in 
proof of their being genuine traders, and also a silver 
seal, while political envoys had to bring one of gold. 
This agreement was sworn to on the part of Oleg by 
his weapons and by Perun and Voloss, his gods, while 
the Greek Emperor swore on the Gospel. 

Before Oleg left for home he hung his shield upon 
the gates of Byzantium as a sign that he had exacted 
tribute from the proud city. 

For the return journey the Russians made them- 
selves sails of gorgeous silks, but the winds at once 
tore them to ribbons, and good strong Russian linen 
had once more to do service and carry the men back 
to their homes. 

The chronicler reports that Oleg the Wise took 
away with him from Byzantium great riches, costly 
weapons and jewels, treasures and wines. He also 
states that Oleg and his hosts waged warfare as other 
warriors did in those days, for the times were cruel and 
barbaric. 

The verbal agreement with the Greek Emperor was 
later ratified in writing on behalf of "Oleg, the 
Great Russian Prince, and all the Princes and great 
Boyars who were subject to him." This treaty, 
whether spurious or genuine, supposed to be the first 
written agreement ever drawn up by Russia, and 
intended to regulate the political and commercial 
relations of the two nations, was written in Greek and 
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fiosphorus ? They talked of his courage and valour ; 
for had he not been truly great, wise and strong, every 
inch a kingj and one who knew how to win the 
affections of his people ? Therefore it is not strange 
to read in the Chronicles which tell of Oleg the Wise 
that "the people wept for him with great weeping," 
and most bitterly was his loss bemoaned by Prince 
Igor and his wife, Olga the Beautiful. 
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HOW OLGA AVENGED IGOR'S DEATH 29 

and at night, having been set fire to, the birds were 
let go, and, flying back to their homes, carried destruc- 
tion to their owners' property. A general conflagration 
broke out, and as each family was occupied in trying 
to quench the flames of its own homestead, it was 
impossible to give help to neighbours. At last, panic- 
stricken and in despair, the Drevlyans forsook the 
burning city, fleeing madly into the open, when Olga's 
warriors fell upon them, killing many and taking 
others captive. From the rest she levied a heavy 
tribute. Then she returned to Kiev, and the fire of 
her vengeance seemed at last to have burned itself out 
with the destruction of the city of her enemies. 

During the minority of her son, the Russians were 
ruled wisely and well by Olga, who proved herself 
possessed of great gifts of statesmanhip. She travelled 
throughout the length and breadth of the realm, estab- 
lishing law and order. She founded cities, regulated 
commerce, started fisheries, and introduced ferries 
across the rivers. Thus she reigned as a sovereign 
over the Russian lands, and when at last Svyatoslav 
was able to take the reins of government into his 
hands, her fame had spread far and wide. 

Freed from the cares and responsibilities of sove- 
reignty, Olga now turned her attention to religion. 
Evidently she had become interested in the Christian 
faith, which some Varangians and also some Russians 
at her court professed. She therefore decided to visit 
Byzantium in order to be taught Christianity, and, at 
the same time, to enter personally into diplomatic com- 
munications with the Emperor, as well as to develop 
commercial relations between the two countries. 



CHAPTER V 

PREDSLAVA AND GRADISLAVA, DAUGHTERS OF THE 
PRINCE OF POLOTSK 

the twelfth century 
Russia had fallen on 
evil days ; the Russian 
land had gradually 
been divided up into 
numerous principali- 
ties, the rulers of which 
were perpetually at war 
with one another : just 
as it was at that time 
also in England, where 
Loi, Kiev. unbridled feudalism 
was rampant, when the Barons were fighting for their 
own interests, and the weak Stephen proved unable to 
prevent anarchy. 

There was no unity, no solidarity amongst the 
princes of Russia, and the people were the chief 
sufferers from this state of affairs, for there was a 
chronic dearth of agricultural labourers, and each side 
strove to make good its deficiency by bringing back 
captives of war. As a natural result, ruin and misery 
prevailed, and sorrow reigned over the land ; families 
were separated, children became orphans, and wives 
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proyide the large family with food, and those who 
were stronger than the rest sawed wood and built 
huts. Her fame spread far and wide, and from all 
parts the poor found their way to Euphrosina, as did 
also the rich, who brought with them gifts for the 
"Nourisher of the Poor." Many wealthy widows 
and spinsters took up their abode with her as 
fellow-workers. 

Thus an entirely new monastic establishment gradu- 
ally developed. In this settlement there was life and 
activity ; work and prayer went hand in hand, and God 
was pnused both by word and deed. 

When the old Prince of Polotsk and his wife saw 
how God was blessing their daughter's life and labour, 
they ceased to bemoan her loss and began to take a real 
pride in her work. 

In the meantime, at the castle, Euphrosina's little 
sister, Gradislava, was growing up and developing into a 
lovely girl. Euphrosina, in order to save her sister 
from the sights and sounds which had grieved her so 
much in her own childhood, now suggested to her 
parents that the little maiden should be sent to her. 
** We will teach her to read, to pray, and to work, and 
I promise you that she will blossom like a rose in these 
healthy, happy surroundings." So Gradislava came 
and was brought up in the nunnery, far away from the 
talcs of bloody warfare and the noisy revels of her 
father's home. Under the tender care of her elder 
sister, the maiden grew in sweetness and purity, hearing 
all that was good and holy and witnessing works of 
love and mercy. 

After a while the time came for Gradislava to be 
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Nevski's descendant, Peter the Great, wrested from 
the Swedes the shores of the river Neva, and it seemed 
to him only fair that the remains of his great ancestor, 
who had won fame in the battle of the Neva, should 
re3t in the new capital on that very river. Peter the 
Great also instituted the order of Alexander Nevski, 
and gave to it the noble motto, " For Labour and for 
the Fatherland," a permanent reminSer of the great 
prince who spent his strength in labouring for his 
country. 
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THE FALSE DMITRI 191 

letters, with whom King Jiunes I of England was 
ready to have political dealings, in whose personality 
King Heniy IV of France showed the keenest interest, 
and about whose short and brilliant career contem- 
poraries wrote such accounts as supply material for 
romance and tragedy.' 

1 For a fdller account kc Tie Falit Dmitri: a Rusiian Romawce 
aai Tr^edy : Deuriied ij Briliih eyi-mtneiiei, edited by Sonia £. 
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THE BOYARYINIA MOROZOV 351 

due to the kindness of the Streltsi that she was not 
found out, an eventuality which would have been 
calamitous to all concerned. 

Not only the Streltsi who guarded the Boyaryinia 
and the nuns who looked after the Princess acted 
as intermediaries between the two sisters, but also 
many a boyaryinia came to visit them both. Even 
the Tsar's own son used to drive out to the 
Monastery where the ladies were held in captivity. 
On one of these occasions, looking through the 
barred window of the Princess's cell, he said to her 
with profound emotion : " I am deeply grieved to 
sec you sufFering like this. I do wish I knew 
whether it is indeed the truth for which you are 
enduring such hardships." 

A few months later, the Patriarch Nikon was 
superseded, and then it seemed as if an end were 
coming to the sufFering of the two sisters. The 
Abbess of the Convent in which the Princess was 
confined took advantage of the first opportunity to 
tell the newly appointed Patriarch of her interesting 
captive and also about the Boyaryinia. The Mother 
Superior sympathized with them both and knew that 
the Patriarch had only recently seceded from the 
ranks of the Old Believers. Her confidence was 
not misplaced and soon afterwards the Patriarch dis- 
cussed the question with the Tsar. He counselled 
him to restore to the Boyaryinia at least her house 
and a hundred peasants, and to let the Princess 
return to her husband. "What harm can these 
women do ? " At this Alexei Mikhailovitch shook 
his head : ** You do not know the wickedness of 
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